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Canadian war memorials are buildings, monuments, and
statues that honour service personnel who served in the armed
forces in overseas conflicts.

These monuments list the names of thousands who perished
and in some cases whose bodies were never found.

There are currently 6,293 war memorials in Canada registered with
the National Inventory of Military Memorials, which is under the
Canadian Department of Veterans Affairs. There are also war
memorials across the world. The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission takes care of the gardens surrounding the monuments
and around the headstones.

This issue highlights memorials in Windsor and Essex.

Looking ahead
1. New website, new rack cards
2. Updated Facebook page
3. New Instagram account @kingsvillemilitarymuseum
4. Fundraising for the expansion to the museum.

Look for us at Kingsville Block Parties
August 17 and September 21
Members will be handing out our new rack cards.

Cheques must be made out to
Kingsville Historical Park Inc.

Our website is:

www.kingsvillemilitarymuseum.ca

Etransfers accepted khpi@mnsi.net
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Boer War Monument—Jackson Park

Windsor memorial to ‘nasty little
war’ gets $675K makeover

Under the flapping Union Jack in Windsor's
Jackson Park, workers are shown on April 22,
2024, getting restoration work underway at the
Boer War memorial. The historic structure is
undergoing an extensive renovation.

PHOTO BY DAN JANISSE /Windsor Star

There’s not a lot in Canada to remember the
Boer War — a battle that marked this country’s
first-ever overseas military entanglement. But
Windsor has one such monument dedicated to
the 1899 to 1902 conflict in South Africa,
memorializing a time when former colonies
would automatically heed Queen Victoria’s call
to call to arms to help expand a distant corner of
the British Empire.

The century-old monument in Jackson Park, fenced off for years, is in bad shape but now getting a bit of
expensive TLC by heritage restorers.

Almost two decades before historians would begin writing about Canada’s heroic forging as a nation at Vimy
Ridge (1917) and other bloody overseas First World War battlegrounds, young Canadians responded to the call
of the British Empire to pick up weapons and fight against Dutch descendants on the African continent 13,000
kilometres away.

The Boers fought a savage, grinding guerrilla war, and the Brits and their colonial helpers targeted civilians, laid
waste to crops and farms and erected concentration camps.

A memorial with a fountain “dedicated to the memory of Windsor heroes, who fell in the Boer War” was erected
in 1906 along the front of the stone post office building at the corner of Ouellette Avenue and Pitt Street. A year
before the opening of the Paul Martin Building at that location in 1933, the Boer War memorial was moved to
Jackson Park.

Most of the estimated 270 Canadian dead were the result, not of battle, but of disease, dysentery, typhoid fever
and pneumonia. The Boer War was also the first time that Canadian nurses were dispatched overseas to tend to
wounded and dying soldiers.

The memorial was in need of “significant repair,” according to the city, with a number of the stones cracked or
crumbled. Not included in the work is restoring the original fountain feature of the memorial that includes the
names in bronze of 48 Windsor and Essex County soldiers.

Sources indicate that the Boer War Monument in Jackson Park was designed by either Canadian sculptor Walter

Allward or Detroit architectural firm John Scott & Co. Collaboration between Allward and John Scott & Co. is also
a possibility. Allward designed the Vimy Memorial at Vimy Ridge France.

Parts of the article written by Doug Schmidt published May 11, 2024 are in this article.



Essex County War Memorial
City Hall Square

The Essex County War Memorial Cenotaph was erected as a fitting tribute to those men of
Essex County who laid down their lives in the Great War of 1914 to 1918. It was constructed of
Canadian Pink Granite based on a design of George Y. Masson, a local architect. Rising to a
height just over six metres, the central shaft bears on its eastern face an incised panel forming a
cross which frames a gilded sword decoration, symbolizing the supreme sacrifice and its reward.

On the front faces of the ramp are narrow panels of carved maple leaf sprays, symbolic of
Canada. The cenotaph was unveiled on Armistice Day, November 11, 1924, by Major-General
later Lieutenant General Sir Archibald Cameron MacDonell (1864 to 1941), a Windsor native
and one of the highest ranking and most decorated Canadian soldiers of World War |. The cost
of the monument was approximately $25,000, the nucleus of $5,000 being raised by the Ladies
Auxiliary of the G.W.V.A. with the assistance of various local organizations as well as donations
from private individuals. The cenotaph was originally located at the intersection of Giles and
Ouellette, facing Ouellette. The 106-ton structure was dismantled in 1965, stone by stone, some
weighing 4,300 pounds, and reassembled at its present City Hall Square location like a huge
jig-saw puzzle. It was rededicated on November 11, 1965, by the Royal Canadian Legion.
Tribute references to World War Il, 1939 to 1945, and the Korean War, 1950 to 1953, have been
appropriately added to the original design.

-taken from City of Windsor site



WWI Veterans Memorial
Memorial Park
1075 Ypres Boulevard
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Etched into granite:

In WWI the courage of Canadian soldiers in battle forged our nation. In this place, we honour
these 837 heroes from Windsor and Essex County who paid the ultimate sacrifice in ensuring
our freedom.

We are forever in their debt (Names are listed)

Lest we forget / N'oublions pas

Honouring World War | Veterans

Plaque inscription:

Dedicated in 1925 to honour the 837 men and women from Windsor and Essex County
whose efforts and supreme sacrifice in the World War | helped to forge the nation of
Canada.

Re-dedicated in 2008 to honour the thousands of men and women from Windsor and Essex
County who have fought and kept peace in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Bosnia, Iraq, and
Afghanistan. Their efforts and sacrifices helped to strengthen the nation of Canada.




Korean Veterans War Memorial
Dieppe Park

Etched into granite:

Canadian Fallen

Korea 1950 - 1953 (Names are listed)

At the going down of the sun and in the morning
we will remember them

In grateful remembrance of all those who served in the Korean War and in memory
of those who gave their lives.

This monument was erected and dedicated May 30, 2009

In Honour of 516 young Canadians bringing peace and freedom to the people of
South Korea

"Thank You Forever" Veterans

Presented by Korea Veterans Heritage #1 Unit #29

We Will Remember Them

The following article was taken from the Windsor Star on July 27, 2013. (DAX MELMER/The
Windsor Star)

On July 27, 61 years ago, the Korean War ended.

On this day, every year a memorial service is held in Dieppe Park at the Korean War
Memorial, remembering the 516 Canadians, army, navy and air force personnel who paid
the supreme sacrifice to bring peace and freedom to the people of South Korea.

Included on this monument are the names of seven veterans of Windsor and Essex County.
The solemn ceremony was attended by the remaining Korea veterans who served from 1950
to 1955 and numerous people from Windsor and Essex County.



Peacekeepers Afghanistan Monument
Reaume Park

PLACEKEEPING
SINCE MuAY

A new war monument unveiled in Windsor at Reaume Park over the weekend is believed to be the
first of its kind in Canada. The tall, black stone marker stands near the Detroit River and is meant to
honour both veterans of Afghanistan and peacekeepers who died while on duty.

Officer Ken Knighton, who has retired from the Windsor Regiment as peacekeeper, said he never
expected such a tribute. "I'm absolutely flabbergasted," said Knighton. "This is the most amazing thing
I've seen for the peacekeepers. I've been in many cities ... have seen tributes for the peacekeepers,
but nothing ever like this."

The south face of the monument is the tribute to peacekeepers, the north side is a list of soldiers who
were killed in Afghanistan.

Dona Parent was a peacekeeper in Cyprus decades ago, and said it was rare for a peacekeeper to
die. "No one died when | was over there," said Parent. "They got shot at. No one got killed. As soon
as [they] got shot at, they were shipped back to Canada."

Mike Akpata served in Afghanistan in 2007. He said the memorial will be a place to bring his children.
"They can come to this memorial and they can see the names," said Akpata. "They can see that
they're important. They can see how this affected their father. They can see how the pictures that |
took in Afghanistan tie us all to this."

In total 158 Canadians died in Afghanistan, another 115 have died in peacekeeping missions around
the world.

CBC News - Posted: Sep 08,2014 11:33 AM EDT | Last Updated: September 8, 2014



Bosnia Herzegovina Memorial

Jackson Park

Etched into stone:

Bosnia & Herzegovina
Never Forget Srebrenica
Genocide

July 11, 1995

Executed 8372...

Men and Boys

The Srebrenica genocide happened in July 1995 during the Bosnian War. The war lasted from 1992
to 1995.

More than 8,000 Bosnian Muslims, men and boys, were killed by Bosnian Serb forces in the town of
Srebrenica — which was supposed to be a safe area protected by the United Nations.

The City of Windsor, Ontario unveiled a monument in Jackson Park on Saturday, July 9, 2016 to
remember the lives lost during the Bosnian genocide. The Jackson Park monument is believed to
be the first and only one outside of Bosnia dedicated to victims of the Srebrenica genocide.

Brian Masse, NDP Member of Parliament for Windsor West, tabled motions in the Canadian Federal
Parliament in 2010 and 2015 that unanimously passed acknowledging the genocide that the Serbian
forces perpetrated in Srebrenica in July 1995.



Holodomor Monument
Jackson Park in the Queen Elizabeth II Gardens.

Etched into granite, west face:

Famine Genocide in Soviet Ukraine
1932-1933 and Independent
Ukraine Since 1991

In memory of over seven million victims of the
famine genocide 1932-1933 in Soviet Ukraine,
a Stalinist crime against humanity.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Windsor Branch
November 13, 2005

The Holodomor was a man-made famine perpetrated by Joseph Stalin in the Ukrainian Soviet Social-
ist Republic (SSR) in 1932 and 1933 that killed approximately 10 million Ukrainians. During the fam-
ine, which is also known as the "Famine-Genocide in Ukraine," millions of citizens of the Ukrainian
SSR, the majority of whom were Ukrainians, died of starvation in a peacetime catastrophe unprece-
dented in the history of Ukraine. Since 2006, the Holodomor has been recognized by the independent
country of Ukraine and several other countries as a genocide of the Ukrainian people. To honour
those who perished in the Holodomor, monuments have been dedicated and public events are held
annually on the fourth Sunday of November in Ukraine and worldwide. One such monument is here in
the City of Windsor's Jackson Park in the Queen Elizabeth Il Gardens.

Taken from city of Windsor website



Red Beach Memoirial
Dieppe Gardens

English inscription on plaque:

Dedicated by

the Essex Scottish Regiment Canada To the memory of our comrades who gave their lives in
World War Il during the raid on Dieppe August 19, 1942 and during the Allied advance
through France, Belgium, Holland and Germany 1944 - 45 on the road to victory.

The monument was designed and placed so that on August 19 at 1 p.m., the exact hour the
regiment stormed the beach, sunlight goes through the maple leaf on the monument and shines
on the stainless steel leaf installed on the ground.

It was Canada’s bloodiest day on the battlefields of the Second World War, and a staggering nine
out of 10 young men belonging to The Essex Scottish Regiment who participated would end up
killed or captured within hours of scrambling ashore at Red Beach.

The original black granite memorial designed by then-University of Windsor student Rory
O’Connor, was erected along the beach in Dieppe. This second, exact replica, is erected along
Windsor’'s waterfront.



Memorial Cenotaph

Bronze plaque, 1918:

1914 - 1918

In Memory of the Men of Sandwich Who Gave Their Lives for Humanity in the
Great War and in Honour of Those Who Daring to Die Survived

In Memoriam (Names are listed)]

Honour Roll (Names are listed)

[

Erected by the Baby Chapter .O.D.E.

Bonze plaque, 1993:

"Do you wonder why we're here to-day and why we stand so still.
Do you wonder why we gather here and why we always will.
We're here to-day to honour those who gave their life, their all.

We're here to-day to honour those who've answered God's last call.
They've done their part. They paid the price so you and | are free.

Let's pray to God that that's the way it will always be."

Dedicated by Branch 143 Royal Canadian Legion
November 11, 1993

-taken from City of Windsor website

10



Essex Cenotaph
53 Talbot Street South Essex
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This memorial has a number of elements, including a central cenotaph pillar, two cairns with brass
plaques on either side of the pillar, and a long black granite wall.

This memorial is dedicated to those who paid the supreme sacrifice in the service of Canada. It
was unveiled on November 4, 2012 by the Town of Essex and Royal Canadian Legion Captain
Brien Branch.

It was designed by David William Fair Nichols of Nichols, Sheppard & Masson in 1924.

The Memorial Park surrounds the existing cenotaph — there are new permanent flag poles,

a 55- foot black granite wall six-feet high, new lighting and some landscaping. The granite wall
displays badges of both the Legion and L.A. in addition to those of the Canadian army, navy and
air force. Engraving was done by Hallmark Memorials of Oldcastle.

Taken from Govt of Canada
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Essex Memorial Spitfire Monument
Talbot Street N. Heritage Gardens

Honouring all of our Windsor & Essex County WW2 RAF and RCAF Veterans with a replica Spitfire
and Honour Wall in Essex ON Canada.

ESSEX — With her grandchildren and great-grandchildren by her side to help guide her fingers, Betty Halliwill touched the
letters of her husband Richard S. Halliwill etched into the black granite. “| started to cry — it's absolutely wonderful,” the
94-year-old Windsor woman said of the new Essex Memorial Spitfire and Honour Wall.

With hundreds in attendance, the wall was formally dedicated on Remembrance Day to the memory of all those from the
local area who served in the Royal Air Force and the Royal Canadian Air Force during the Second World War.

Granddaughter Lauren Wells said it wasn’t until half a century after the war that Richard Halliwill was finally permitted to
divulge details of his top-secret radar research work for the RCAF while stationed in England. For three years during the
war, Betty Halliwill, who didn’t know about the Essex memorial until Wednesday, was stationed in London, England, with
the Canadian Red Cross.

“For all the work that went into this, that's what made it worthwhile,” said Suzanne Allison, chairwoman of the committee
that created the memorial, pointing to the families lined up to touch their relatives’ names etched into stone. “There was a
deep, meaningful purpose to this.”

There are currently 1,837 names included on the granite pillars of the wall, “and people are still calling,” said Allison,
explaining that more names can be added in the future.

“What an honour this is — he was a true Canadian,” Tecumseh’s George LaBute said of his brother Bill’s inclusion on the
wall.

Bill was in the RCAF, George, 94, was on the Canadian Corvette HMCS Giffard doing dangerous convoy duty during the
Battle of the Atlantic. A third brother, Gordon, spent three years in a German prisoner-of-war camp after the disastrous
Dieppe Raid, and a fourth LaBute, James, was in the navy in the Pacific theatre of war.

“It's a really special day, it made my dad very happy,” said George LaBute’s son Mark. During the ceremony, there was a
Canadian Historical Aircraft Association flypast of a bright-yellow Stearman, two Chipmunks and a Harvard.

Towering over the memorial wall on a sunny blue-sky day was the replica of pilot Jerry Billing’s Spitfire with its D-Day
markings. The Essex war hero was able to get a sneak peak of his aircraft just before he died, and Erik Billing brought his
father’s ashes to this week’s Remembrance Day dedication. “He did get to see it in a way,” said Erik.

When Jerry Billing first saw the Spitfire replica, “he was utterly amazed, he was awestruck — he couldn’t believe people
still cared,” said his son. dschmidt@windsorstar.com
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Pipe Major J Jock Copland
Dieppe Park

Bronze plaque:
This Memorial Dedicated in the Centennial Year 1967 is in memory of W.O.l. Pipe Major J.

(Jock) Copland M.B.E. of the Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment, 1st Battalion by the Warrant
Officer's and Chief Petty Officer's Association of Essex County.

Pipe Major Jock Copland, who served with the 241st Canadian Scottish Borderers and The
Essex Fusiliers, led the Pipe Band from 1927 until 1958.

Copland’s piping career stared in 1918 when he came to Windsor to become Pipe Major of the
241st Battalion, recruited from the Essex Fusiliers by the late Lt. Col. Walter McGregor.

When WWI ended he stayed with the Essex Fusiliers and in 1927 it became the Essex
Scottish.

His portrait in his Highland uniform is in the lobby of our museum.
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Support the Organizations who support the Museum
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You Think it...
We Print it!

Email Belleriver@tshirtmonkey.net
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Thank you to those members who
have generously donated to the
museum.
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